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Examining the Layout Of the 
TI-84 Plus

	Concepts

· Order of Operations

· Scientific Notation
Materials

· TI-84 Plus
	Technology Goals

· Changing the contrast of the calculator screen

· Choosing modes for various types of computations

· Troubleshooting common home screen errors

Overview

In this activity, participants explore the basic layout of the TI-84 Plus and perform computations.
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Procedure


Press the ( key to see TI-84 Plus settings.


This is also a good place to go when setting the contrast of the calculator screen. Try adjusting the contrast by pressing ( and either the up or down cursor keys (( ().


Go to the “Home Screen” by pressing ( ( �(for ().


If there is anything currently displayed on the Home Screen, clear the screen with the ( key.


Enter a simple arithmetic problem. Be sure you use the ( key as your = sign.


Try pressing the following keys, and notice the display:�(�(�( (


Notice the logical arrangement of the keys:


Graphing keys are directly below the screen.


Editing and linking keys are under the graphing keys.


Advanced math functions are in the middle of the calculator.


Scientific calculator keys are at the very bottom.


Notice that the keys for mathematical operations �(+, –, x, and ÷) are grouped on the right.


The (-) key at the bottom of the scientific calculator keys is the negation key, not the subtraction key.


Try solving these problems on the Home Screen.


2*3+5


2(3+5)


� EMBED Equation.DSMT4  ���


� EMBED Equation.DSMT4  ���


� EMBED Equation.DSMT4  ���


3-1


� EMBED Equation.DSMT36  ���


|-4|


� EMBED Equation.DSMT4  ���


3 + 1/5


1 - 1/6


2/3 + 1/2 


(3+1/5) + (1+1/6)


(3+1/5) - (1+1/6)  Don’t type this problem. Press ( ( to retrieve the previous problem. Scroll to the ( sign, press (, and then (. 


Which is greater, 2/3 or 5/8?


Enter them, and compare their decimal equivalents. 


Use the ( menu to convert .625 to a fraction.


Type .625, then ( 1:►FRAC.


Press (.


Add (2+1/3) + (3+1/5).


After the answer is displayed, type ( 1: (FRAC.  


Press (.


What error message do you get with the following?


� EMBED Equation.DSMT4  ���


� EMBED Equation.DSMT4  ���


� EMBED Equation.DSMT4  ���

















With the TI-84 Plus in Normal mode, evaluate the following:


2 * 104


2.5 * 104


2 * 10-4


2.5 * 10-4


With the TI-84 Plus in Sci mode, evaluate the following:


275000000


0.0000025


200 * 106
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